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may occasionally cause readers to find themselves lost among the trees of

the proverbial forest, but in the end, they will not only better understand

religion’s role in the Civil War, but also more fully appreciate the complexi-

ties of history, especially at moments when personal and public faith and
prolonged war intersect.
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Benjamin L. Hartley. Evangelicals at a Crossroads: Revivalism and Social
Reform in Boston, 1860-1910. Durham: U New Hampshire P, 2011. 288 pp.
$39.95.

Using city-wide revivals—that of Dwight L. Moody in 1877 and those
of Gipsy Smith in 1909 and Wilbur L. Chapman in 1910—as “book-end”
events, Benjamin L. Hartley describes the previously underexplored history
of “upstart (and often contentious) evangelicals” in post-Civil War Boston
and their influence on religious life as well as political life and social reform
efforts.

Focusing primarily on the involvement of Methodists, Baptists and
Salvationists (the Salvation Army) in the holiness movement, Hartley “em-
phasizes the revivialistic manifestation of evangelical piety . . . and the roots
of their social reform efforts . . .” (13-14). He also looks at the “anti-
Catholic and labor organizing of Boston evangelicals . . . as Irish and Boston
Brahmins vied for control of city hall and the statehouse”; the role of women
as leaders in these efforts (including the interrelatedness of the temperance
movement and the women’s foreign mission movement and the invasion
of the Salvation Army, led mostly by women); and the leadership role of
American-born immigrants.

Hartley further examines many of the “crossroads” faced by these “up-
start evangelicals” as he analyzes the conflicts that they experienced as they
dealt with “[n]ew intellectual developments in biblical scholarship, differing
attitudes toward world religions, and differences in the priority placed on
evangelistic efforts and social reform” [which] caused sharp—and some-
times highly nuanced—disagreements among evangelical leaders” (14).

Using Boston’s North End as a case study, Hartley looks at the changes
in evangelical ministries over the period in question including the neigh-
borhood’s transition from one of primarily Irish immigrants to one in which
Italians and Jews were dominant, as well as the change in leadership from
American born immigrants to foreign born immigrants, especially Italians.

Hartley concludes with the change in direction which evangelicals took
after the turn of the century which led, in part, to a more secularized view of
social reform and social gospel efforts for some and a focus on fundamental-
ism for others.

Hartley’s book additionally provides a welcome addition to the previ-
ously unexplored role of New England Methodists in the holiness movement
and their strong anti-Catholic stance at the end of the nineteenth century, as
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well as an expansion of the social reform efforts of such persons as Henry
Helms, Eben Tourjee, Amanda Clark and others, including the role of both
students and professors at Boston University School of Theology.

Evangelicals at the Crossroads is well-researched and well-documented
yet is written in language than can easily be grasped by all readers. It is an
important book both for those interested in the history of evangelicals as well
as those interested in New England Methodism.

THE REV. PATRICIA J. THOMPSON, HISTORIAN
New England Annual Conference

Diane Leclerc. Discovering Christian Holiness: The Heart of Wesleyan-Holiness
Theology. Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City, 2010. 320 pp. $39.99.

Recent years have seen a growing number of books that attempt to intro-
duce or make summary statements of theology from a Wesleyan perspective.
Joining that growing introductory literature in Wesleyan theology is Diane
Leclerc’s Discovering Christian Holiness: The Heart of Wesleyan-Holiness
Theology. Leclerc, professor of theology at Northwest Nazarene University
and past president of the Wesleyan Theological Society, emphasizes holiness
as the core thread of Wesleyan theology, or rather takes Wesleyan theology
to be part of a wider holiness theology running from scripture through the
history of the Christian church to the present day.

Unlike many other similar introductions, Leclerc did not organize the
book by the traditional loci of theology (e.g., God, Christ, Eschatology) or
by the thematic emphases of John Wesley’s thought, but instead organized
her insights into four parts corresponding to the Wesleyan quadrilateral.
Part 1, “Biblical Holiness,” has two chapters, “How to Read the Bible as
a Wesleyan” and “The Whole Holy Tenor of Scripture.” Part 2, “Holiness
History,” has two chapters, “Holiness in History: Late Antiquity to 1700 and
“Holiness in History: 1703-2000.” Part 3, “Holiness Theology for Today,”
has three chapters, “The Holy God,” “Created and Fallen Humanity,” and
“Full Salvation.” Part 4, “Holy Living for a New Century” has five chap-
ters. As the organization suggests, scripture and Christian history provide an
initial one third to two fifths of the book, roughly equal to the focus Leclerc
provides in the fourth unit on “Holy Living for a New Century.” This final
part utilizes five “paradigms” each receiving full chapters. The chapters
are “Holiness as Purity,” “Holiness as Perfection,” “Holiness as Power,”
“Holiness as Character,” and the final chapter of the book, “Holiness as
Love.” These chapters are uniformly well done, insightful, and, in a word,
wise. One might have anticipated a chapter on “Holiness as Hope,” but as
is, this is the strongest section of the book.

As forits use as a classroom text, Discovering Christian Holiness includes
a number of helpful features such as an excellent glossary, key words, sum-
mary statements, questions for reflection, and suggestions for further reading.
It has no index, though Leclerc frequently utilizes end notes for more extend-
ed scholarly discussion of particular points. Several of the chapters might
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